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Box No. I Basis of the opinion 



1. With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in 
the language in which it was field, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 



□ This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following 
language , which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search 
(under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)). 

2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and 
necessary to the claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ in written format 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/furnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3. □ In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table relating theretc 

has been filed or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional 
copies is identical to that in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as 
appropriate, were furnished. 

4. Additional comments: 
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Box No. II Priority 



1 . The following document has not been furnished: 

S copy of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule A3bisA and 66.7(a)). 

□ translation of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule A3bisA and 66.7(b)). 

Consequently it has not been possible to consider the validity of the priority claim. This opinion has 
nevertheless been established on the assumption that the relevant date is the claimed priority date. 

2. □ This opinion has been established as if no priority had been claimed due to the fact that the priority claim 

has been found invalid (Rules ASbisA and 64.1). Thus for the purposes of this opinion, the international 
filing date indicated above is considered to be the relevant date. 

3. Additional observations, if necessary: 



Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43fr/s.1(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



1-13 



Inventive step (IS) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



1-13 



Industrial applicability (IA) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



1-13 



2. Citations and explanations 



see separate sheet 
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Re Item V. 



1 The following document is referred to in this communication: 

D1 : US 4 938 1 08 A (MEKLER DAN) 3 July 1 990 (1 990-07-03) 

2 The document D1 discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this 
document): 

2.1 A fastening tool for tightening/untightening screw threaded fasteners such as bolts 
or nuts having a head formed with a series of at least three first cavities 

(20,146,163) deployed therearound, the said first cavities (20,146,163) being 
configured to receive spherical portions (60,140,168). (D1 : see claims; figures 1- 
3b,5,6,9a,9b) 

2.2 The tool according to claim 1 differs from the subject-matter of D1 bythe fact that it 



at least three peanut-shaped displaceable locking bodies having a first 
substantially spherical portion, a second substantially spherical portion, and a 
restricted neck portion therebetween; 

a seat member formed with a series of at least three second cavities 
configured to receive the said second spherical portions and 

means for rocking the locking bodies about their neck portions from a 
position wherein the second spherical portions are seated in the second cavities, 
into a position wherein the first spherical portions are seated in the said first 
cavities, and vice versa. 

2.3 Therefore the subject-matter of claim 1 is new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 

2.4 Since the combination of technical features mentioned under 2.2 is not suggested 
by any other document retrieved during the search, the subject-matter of claim 1 
involves an inventive step in the sense of Article 33(3) PCT. 

3.3 Claims 2-13 are dependent on claim 1 and as such also meet the requirements of 
the PCT with respect to novelty and inventive step. 



comprises: 
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